Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR)
Overview
Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) is a vital sector that integrates the sustainable management of agricultural production systems and the responsible stewardship of natural ecosystems. ANR is central to food security, economic development, environmental conservation, and climate resilience, particularly in developing economies where agriculture is a primary source of livelihood.
Key Objectives
· Promote Sustainable Agriculture
Encourage farming practices that increase productivity while maintaining ecological balance and minimizing environmental degradation.
· Conserve Natural Resources
Ensure the protection and sustainable use of land, water, forests, and biodiversity for current and future generations.
· Enhance Livelihoods
Improve income opportunities and food security for rural communities through efficient land use and value chain development.
· Strengthen Climate Resilience
Build adaptive capacity to climate change through practices like agroforestry, conservation agriculture, and water harvesting.

Core Areas of Focus
1. Crop and Livestock Development
· Improved seed systems
· Livestock breed enhancement
· Integrated pest and disease management
· Climate-smart agriculture
2. Soil and Water Management
· Erosion control and soil fertility improvement
· Irrigation and water harvesting systems
· Watershed and wetland management
3. Forestry and Agroforestry
· Reforestation and afforestation
· Community forestry programs
· Agroforestry as a sustainable land use model
4. Fisheries and Aquaculture
· Sustainable capture fisheries
· Aquaculture development
· Resource governance and biodiversity protection
5. Land Use and Environmental Governance
· Land tenure security
· Land degradation neutrality initiatives
· Natural resource policy development
6. Extension and Capacity Building
· Farmer field schools and training
· Knowledge sharing on sustainable practices
· Digital tools and advisory services

Cross-Cutting Themes
· Gender and Youth Inclusion
Empower women and youth in agriculture through access to resources, markets, and leadership roles.
· Research and Innovation
Promote evidence-based solutions and local innovations for productivity and environmental challenges.
· Policy and Institutional Strengthening
Support governance frameworks and institutional coordination to implement ANR strategies effectively.
· Market Access and Agribusiness
Facilitate value chain development and access to local and international markets.

Challenges
· Land degradation and desertification
· Climate variability and extreme weather events
· Limited access to financing and modern technology
· Deforestation and biodiversity loss
· Poor infrastructure and market linkages

Conclusion
The Agriculture and Natural Resources sector is foundational to sustainable development. Strategic investments, community participation, and sound policies are key to unlocking its full potential for food security, environmental health, and rural prosperity.

